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Western Hasctlaas 

Western radios pay tribute to i 'he heroism of the Mon Bien Phu 
defenders, depleting the battle as a symbol of French sacrifice in behalf 
of the entire free world, There are expressions of hope that the Western 
attitude nay stiffen* eo unterbaisneed by fear that the Communist victory 
may dangerously affect troop noralc- and that the Vest* a position in Geneva 
my be weakened. 

Outright censure of french policy comas fro® Madrid, which calls the 
surrender of tbs fortress a consequence of french Weakness' and sees as 
the only realistie Was tern course a return to “the difficult policy of 
ultimatum proposed by bolls*'* the broadcast foresees "the clow unfold- 
ing of a Potsdam for Asia* unless a harder Western stand is assumed. 

German broadcasters, pointing out that much German blood has been shod 
in- the Bien Elen Phu battle, call the outeoa® of the fight a "tragic irds- 
ealculatioa" on the part of the French, "those who turned the jungle 
outpost into sosetliing like a last bulwark and symbol of Western resis- 
tance am solely responsible if the Want enters the Indochina conference 
in bad shape,* the i-erlin 7ELEQRAF denier es, Austrian comment follows 
the German line, noting the sacrifice of German blood, stressing the in- 
extricable link between Europe and Asia, and criticising France for 
allowing Gomans to give their lives for France while preventing thaw 
free contributing to European defense* 

French newspapers, quoted by the Paris radio, generally cell for a 
reassessment of french policy, the right-wing press underscoring the 
urgent seed for Western unity at Geneva and left-wing papers demanding 
"negotiation of an honorable peace." The conservative "Figaro* say* 
that Men Bien Phu fell "because we did rot know how to conduct this 
war* and expresses the hope that the shock of losing the fortress ..ill 
lead to a determined stand at Geneva. AFP reports that parliamentary 
circles believe the French Assembly may reopen the Indochina debate 
postponed by yesterday's confidence vote. 

The Saigon radio publicises Laniel'# Assembly statement and Navarre's 
order of the day. AFP reports from Saigon that civilians there fear that 
the life of french ci tissue in Vietnam may now become impossible ami that 
the United States may decide to step in, with the inevitable consequence 
of Chinese Cemualet intervention, From Geneva, AFP quotes the head of 
the Laotian delegation as declaring that hi* people "are organising to 
halt the invasion,* 
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External Affair# Minister Casey declares that the world 
welcome a positive statement by Laniel pledging a continued french 
fight* Caaey deems this essential for a favorable Geneva settlement* 
Karachi radio publicises President Eisenhower *s reference to Dien 
Bi^ Phu es a symbol of free world determination and secretary Dalles* 
suggestion that the fall of the fortress *ey result in a hardening of 
Western purpose. 
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Comma 1 at C om m en t; 

. *** *° x to Bien BienPfcu's fall beyond quoting 

* R»IS®S wsMuecewat. Peking, however, la widely publicising the 
orriciai ho Government radio aimouacemeat that the last bastion had 

Jjj® 4 J5* «otire French command sector at t iuong Thanh had surren- 
aerea arter the enemy in various posts erne out with white flags, that 
all fleeing troops were annihilated by IQ p.*. on 7 Hay, and that all 
firing had ceased. There is no specific mention of General he Castries. 
Feeing sad So Government broadcasts describe the ’People 4 ! Army action 
as a complete victory. 

broadcast to Italy calls an Indochina cease-fire more 

!TL!f C * < T I 3 r ' «** Vi ««® M¥AS 4 ® Russian lour stresses that 

ail of France Is gainst this war. Bucharest says that the French 
consider the war irremediably lost and that the only way out is negotia- 
tim at Geneva. Tbs French defeat, the broadcast says, is a lesson to 
the imperialist aggressors who do not want to understand that the era of 
®° *** ®°®* forever. The broadcast echoes recent Soviet prona- 

f* 4 ® *° 15® *** Americas superbombers and war material could 

not sa ve the French colonialists in their unjust war," and the Vienna 
CQRBBhist press similarly stresses that the French fortress was lost 
u£S|*lt# &14* 

Soviet press spokesman Ilyichev Is quoted by RAVAG to support the 
contention that Western dalliance at Geneva is solely responsible for 
the fai lure to reach an agreement on a cease-fire and evacuation of the 
weeded at Men Bien Phu, with the consequent loss of thousands of French 
•TSIkk. 2 if 1 * 1 *** etressed that the postponement of the talks on Indochina, 
at the wrmm&im of tim wo taaded mm to have teen discussed, was at 

r** *«qs»st of the Meat# and that not one French delegate took any step 
to save the life of even a single wounded soldier at Men Bien Phu. 
i** ® 8ys ***** ^cetera delegates worked to save only Zanlel, not the 
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